Contemporary Personalities
easily be right in their opinions ;   it is even more certain that  they  may be,  and  often are,  unanimously wrong.    But,  on the whole,  and certainly In war-time, it is more probable that they will be right than amateur strategists.    Such, at any rate, it is believed was the reasoning which recommended itself to Carson.    In time Mr. Lloyd George became anxious to  avail himself of Lord  Carson's genera] services in the War Cabinet, a commitment which could hardly be reconciled with the exacting dailj duties of the Admiralty.    And so Sir Eric Geddei became  First  Lord  of the  Admiralty.   Carson re tained his position as a member of the War Cabinet rendering   valuable    services,   until   Ireland   mad herself once  again  inopportunely  felt.    There  wa talk—and more than talk—of an Irish settlement and he felt that his position had become impossible and so he resigned—I am sure unwillingly—because and only because, he thought that the retention ( office would involve him in the clasK of combath loyalties.
Then the war ended.    The Irish Government Ac which I conducted through its various stages in tl House of Lords,  seemed for the moment at lea to  have  made an  end of this  immortal  questio Ulster was safeguarded in her own boundaries by measure which Carson did not seriously affect to d approve.    His controversial career he may and inde must have believed was closed.    His active fighti life had come to an end, and he was well entitle after so many and such constant exertions, to lo for repose.    A vacancy occurred in the Law Lor which he was admirably qualified by his high p vious  achievements   to   fill.    He   decided  to  he
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